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Symposium ‘Finding the balance between over- and undertreatment’ 
Preceding the inaugural lecture of Prof. Dr. Jelle Wesseling at the Leiden University 
DV May 24th, 2019; Buruma Zaal, Leiden University Medical Center, Leiden, the Netherlands 
 

 
Program 
 
9.00-9.30 h Registration, coffee & tea  
   
9.30-9.40 h Prof. Dr. Vincent Smit Welcome and intro 

   
Chair Dr. Esther Lips  
9.40-10.00 h Prof. Dr. Flora van Leeuwen How do we know breast cancer risks really matter? 
10.00-10.30 h Prof. Dr. Alastair Thompson How to reduce breast surgery? 

   
10.30-11.00 h Coffee & tea  
   
Chair Dr. Esther Lips  
11.00-11.20 h Dr. Tjalling Bosse Less might be more in gynecological oncology 
11.20-11.50 h Prof. Dr. Andrew Tutt How to avoid ineffective systemic breast cancer treatment? 
11.50-12.20 h Dr. Serena Nik-Zainal How to nail down the mutations that matter? 

   
12.20-13.00 Lunch  
   
Chair Dr. Danielle Cohen  
13.00-13.20 h Drs. Lindy Visser How to distinguish harmless from hazardous DCIS? 
13.20-13.40 h Mr. Ellen Verschuur The patient perspective is essential for the real balance 
13.40-14.10 h Prof. Dr. Ab Klink How to generate healthy health care? 
14.10-14.30 h Prof. Dr. Pieter Wesseling You gotta move! 

   
14.30-15.00 h Prof. Dr. Vincent Smit Closure, tea & coffee 
 
 
NOTA BENE: see next page for faculty details  



 
 

 2 

 
Faculty 
 
Prof. Dr. Vincent Smit, clinical pathologist 
Head of the Department of Pathology at the Leiden University Medical Center, the Netherlands 
 
Dr. Esther Lips, molecular biologist and geneticist in breast cancer 
Molecular Associate Staff Scientist, Division of Molecular Pathology, Netherlands Cancer Institute, 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
 
Dr. Danielle Cohen, clinical breast and lung pathologist 
Leiden University Medical Center, the Netherlands 
 
Prof. Dr. Flora van Leeuwen, cancer epidemiologist 
Chair of the Division of Oncopsychology and Epidemiology, Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof. Dr. Alastair Thompson, consultant surgical breast oncologist 
Olga Keith Wiess Chair of Surgery, Co-Director, Dan L Duncan Breast Center, Baylor College of Medicine, 
Houston TX, USA 
 
Dr. Tjalling Bosse, consultant pathologist for gynecological cancer 
Department of Pathology, Leiden University Medical Center 
 
Prof. Dr. Andrew Tutt, consultant clinical breast oncologist 
Head of the Division of Breast Cancer Research and Director of the Breast Cancer Now Toby Robins 
Centre at the ICR and Guy’s Hospital King’s College London Research, London, UK 
 
Dr. Serena Nik-Zainal, honorary consultant in clinical genetics 
Cancer Research UK Advanced Clinician Scientist, Department of Medical Genetics, University of 
Cambridge, UK 
 
Drs. Lindy Visser, molecular biologist 
PhD student in the Wesseling lab, Division of Molecular Pathology, Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Mr. Ellen Verschuur, patient advocate & lawyer 
Representative of the Dutch Breast Cancer Society (‘Borstkankervereniging Nederland’) 
 
Prof. Dr. Ab Klink, member of the board of directors of VGZ (health insurance) 
Professor at the Free University, former minister of health in the Netherlands 
 
Prof. Dr. Pieter Wesseling, consultant pathologist for neuro-oncology 
Department of Pathology, Amsterdam Universities Medical Center & Princess Máxima Center for 
Pediatric Oncology, Utrecht & University Medical Center Utrecht, Utrecht, the Netherlands 


